A HISTORY OP
CHEMICAL THEORIES AM) LAWS.
PART  I.
THE HISTORY OF THE ATTEMPTS TO ANSWER THE QUESTION, WHAT IS A HOMOGENEOUS SUBSTANCE f
CHAPTER I.
A SKETCH OF THE PROGRESS OF CHEMICAL CONCEPTIONS FROM EARLY  TIMES  TO  THE  DISCOVERY   OF   OXYGEN.
CHEMISTRY is a universal science; it was founded by many whose memories are forgotten. The foundations of chemistry are laid deep in the experiences, the hopes, the visions of mankind.
Certain ancient writers tell that such arts as dyeing, working in metals, making ornaments of precious stones, extracting essences and tinctures from plants, and the like, were taught to mankind by those "Sons of God [who] saw the daughters of men that they were fair, and took them wives of all which they chose." I suppose we should translate this myth into the language of to-day by saying that the use of chemical processes is to be traced to the primal necessities and instincts of human intelligence.